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May 2008 diary
Educating the military and civil servants
For over 12 years I have been involved with the visit of the Royal College of Defence Studies (RCDS) to the north east - each candidate visits a region of the world, a region of Europe and a region within the UK during the year that they and their families are drafted from all over the world to the fantastic premises in London, the Royal College building. (I note that Spooks was partly filmed there... no irony there then?)
The candidates split into approximately eight groups of 12 to look at the regions of the UK in the round, and get to meet a wide range of community groups and movers and shakers; this is organised very professionally by GNN (the communications team at Government Office North East). The candidates are all high-ranking military or diplomatic staff; some go back to the forces, others head to civvy street. The American naval officer I was speaking to was heading to captain a desk in the Pentagon. They are some of the most interesting people you will meet and I suspect world security is more than partly in their hands.

The Church is finished

Lee Moor has connections with both the village church and St James's in Alnwick. The church in Alnwick sold the church halls for affordable housing and then reinvested the money in turning a cavernous worship area into halls and smaller worship area. This has worked well, and although some work on the windows and externals is still to complete a transformation has been carried out. The interim period at St Paul's went very well and the return home has been well received.

Europe comes to Blyth to tell and listen

It was good to have the experience of Lee Moor listened to by one of the most influential rapporteurs in the European Parliament on energy issues. I have personally asked the Chief Economist at the Regional Development Agency to see what the effect of a $200 barrel of oil would be on our local economy, and I dare say the rural components within that will be hit hard. Interesting times - which I blogged about for NE Business.

Government ... right here right now

I'm well out of party politics now, but any resident in Northumberland and Durham is seeing a seismic realignment of the local politics... as in China, aftershocks will probably occur for a little while yet!! It was good to chat to Regional Minister Nick Brown, some 9 years after he opened the Business Park at Lee Moor; his recall was good and I am pleased to have a regional minister with a strong grip on urban and rural issues. How we work equitably across all the geographies of the north east will be a test of mettle for Browns one and all. I blogged on my visit to Citygate to see Government Office and even took part in a class A drugs test - read on for the result.

May Day

The beginning of something... May 1st seems like it should be. The RSA had a good networking session which encouraged me to think about what more we can do around the usual topics but with perhaps different groups of the same players. There are some topics such as climate change which need a quicker response - see the RSA website but also check out an event coming up on this topic, 100 Climate Change Councils and the Copenhagen Climate Conference 2009. Can I also thank all the new people I met? - we had a good laugh and I think moved the thinking forward at the same time.
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Bong...

Funny and tragic at the same time... It is 25 years since I left Ashville College in Harrogate; I was a scholarship boy, and seeing the fees nowadays I see why I have not been able to pack my four children off in there for their education. Plus of course the local schools are good and we have no complaints so far - 4 kids in three local schools.

The bong is that while at school in the sixth form - aged 16 and 17 - I looked about 12, which often made sneaking into a pub with my mates difficult for me and them. Now I probably do look my age and what I would give to have that problem back again.

Careful what you wish for folks!

Ian E Brown
David from RDI and Ian aloft some willow as another Rural Development project is launched by ONEnortheast
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